Each panel met once, for 2 or 3 days, to carry out its charge. Knowl-
edgeable representatives of government and the private sector were in-
vited to provide input to the panels. Rapporteurs, knowledgeable in
the field, were present to summarize the discussions and prepare initial
drafts of briefing papers. These papers were reviewed and revised by the
panel members and served as the bases for the oral briefings presented
to federal officials.

The seven one-hour briefings, presented by panel chairmen and, in
some cases, 1 or 2 other panel members, were reviewed by COSEPUP in
mid-October and presented to Dr. Keyworth and members of his staff
between October 26 and November 18, 1982. The same briefings were
subsequently presented to Dr. Edward Knapp, Director of the National
Science Foundation, and other Foundation officials on three days in De-
cember. Briefings for other interested departments and agencies were
held separately on the same dates.

None of this would have been possible without the financial support
of the National Science Foundation and the cooperation, under difficult
time constraints, of the panel members and staffs. We are indebted to
both groups.

If judged useful to federal decision makers, the seven initial research
briefings developed as an experiment in 1982 could serve as the basis
for research briefings on other major fields of science in future years.
Such briefings could supplement other inputs and become important
new channels for communication between the federal government and
the scientific community.

George M. Low, Chairman
Committee on Science, Engineering, and
Public Policy
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